London District Catholic School Board

“Our Catholic Schools 2006 — 2007:
A Discussion On Ontario’s Catholic Schools
and Their Future”

1. What would you like your local school board andhe Institute for Catholic
Education to pay particular attention to?

Based on the results of the group surveys, a nuofleeas of focus could be identified
for our local school board.

The first area of focus is “Church to our studentkicreasingly, the school plays a
significant and solitary role in the faith lives Gatholic school students. Respondents
identified the celebration of the church year, aawnts, liturgies and celebrations as
distinct features of our Catholic system. The eneg of symbols of our faith: prayer
tables, religious statues, crucifixes and othemjiesahelp to create an environment of
faith learning. A further factor that identifiearodistinctiveness is the presence of priests
in schools and that respondents expressed theedesee an increase in the involvement
of priests.

We believe that although we have in the past empéas desire for a strong connection
and partnership with the local Diocese, this issemingly strong enough, nor is it
visible. There are obvious reasons for this:

There are fewer people pursuing a religious vooatind there is a shortage of priests
and nuns in general, let alone present in the $skoa comment that occurred
frequently.

The public has heard a great deal about the alvaselals, especially prevalent in the
priesthood. Locally in London, this is a signifitassue due to the fact that a few of the
cases have originated from here (or close by) awe been highly publicized. This has
created challenges for many people to questiothech and their faith.

The Diocese is in a time of crisis. As a partneowfs (and indeed a foundation of our
System, by Canon law), it is experiencing a deatihpublic support, financial support,
church attendance, and a lack of new vocationegiwiand nuns). At the same time the
fact that many Catholics are beginning to questimrch doctrine like never before
(Papal infallibility, right of priests to marry,lalving women into the priesthood,
conservative approaches and viewpoints of the ¥atiattitudes toward confession,
annulment, etc.) is causing many to adopt a “snstrg@l” approach to religion. This
creates opportunities for critics of our faith hsgstem.



There is a need for our clergy and parish teamstierstand that they are welcome in
our schools and for our staffs to feel comfortablextending the invitation to come to
our classes.

Another area of focus is “An Active Faith”. Resplents commented on the distinctive
sense of community that was obvious and palpahtieein schools. A shared faith was
identified as contributing to this feeling and thet that our Catholic faith provided great
comfort to those who were in need of consolatiosupport. Respondents also identified
the concern for social justice as distinctive inlo#ic schools and the fact that this sense
of justice was grounded in Gospel values. The daospel values guide the
organization of the school and discipline.

Funding should be dedicated to what we think isartgnt to us as a faith based system.
We should be celebrating the Ministry of Jesusyel as the ministry of education. We
have the opportunity to be part of a community das® something deeper than
geographical location — our foundation of faith.tithat common understanding, we can
have the common conversation based on sharedseahefvalues in all that we do and
say.

There is also a need for strong faith filled leatigr from our leaders throughout the
system.

2. What is the most important issue that your locaschool board and the Institute
for Catholic Education should address?

The most important single issue that local schoalrtis and ICE should address is to
maintain and develop that distinctiveness of ohwosts and the importance of Gospel
values in creating that distinction. In an inciegly secular society, teachers,
administrators and parents must remain dedicateditding our communities based on
the message of the Gospel. Teachers who are tyrieteaching must know and share
the great story of the history of the Catholic systin Ontario and rely less on the
constitutional provision that endows Catholic ediscaby law.

We need to continue to educate the communitiestabatinolic education and the value
of having the two systems. Non-Catholic ratepayetsts need to know what we are all
about so that they are informed and can make gesitformed decisions in the event
that the question of the existence of our systemulshbe put to a referendum.

There is a need to bring the unions back to thiereeson we are unique — the sense of
covenant vs. contract. We must come from one utatedg that we are resurrection
people. This should be reflected in the commordgoo everyone and not one specific
group versus another.



3. What would you most like to see changed?

We would most like to see an increase in involvenoépriests in the faith life of the
school. While it is understood that there are fepveests than in previous generations,
their presence is welcomed and missed in schdbis.generally acknowledged that the
traditional ‘home/church/school’ triangle has beerakened by challenges to family life
and a lack of family involvement in Church life.

Increased partnership with church/school. Thistba®me both ways — school to parish
and parish to school. We may need to be more tnwital to our parishes, remembering
to include them in all social activities, assemblc.

We have experienced wonderful support through IGdEather groups (such as the CCC)
which has resulted in the creation of a distindihGkc version of curriculum and the
Catholic Graduate Expectations. We need to ensatrenly that these documents are
being used effectively but also that each teacheomsistentlypromoting a Catholic

point of view and consistentlgfusing a Catholic ethos and vernacular in his/her
teaching. Of course that presupposes that thed¢ea&cindeed committed to the Catholic
faith, well versed in the Catholic story, and dgaploted in our traditions. We need more
of this.
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