
St John French Immersion Catholic School: Parent Council Meeting Agenda 

November 24, 2009 

 7:00 pm   

School Library 

 

Time Item rep 

7:00-7:05 Opening Prayer  Win 

7:05-7:10 Approval of Minutes - September (see attached) and October 

(still to be provided)  

Approval of November 24, 2009 Agenda 

All 

7:10 – 7:20 Presentation regarding Cashless Banking Opportunity Jan Stanley 

7:20-7:30 Principal’s report (see attached report) 

 Update 

Win 

7:30-7:45 Vice-Principal report (see attached report) Daniel 

7:45-7:50 Teachers report (no report submitted) Idalia 

7:50-8:00 Presentation Sabrina’s Law Anita Smith-

Kelly 

8:00-8:05 Vice Chair report 

 Parent-survey (see attached) 

Veronica 

 Catholicity Team—nothing to report  

8:05-8:10 

 

Communication Team (see attached report) 

 Update 

Lara 

 

 

Green Team 

 Nothing to Report – will report back in January 

 

8:10-8:15 

 

Board Watch Team (see attached report) 

 Update  

Phil 

8:15-8:20 New business 

  

All 

8:20 Meeting adjourn  

 

 Next Meeting – Tuesday January 12, 2010  



St John French Immersion Catholic School: Home and School Meeting Agenda 

November 24, 2009 

School Library 

 

Time Item rep 

8:20-8:25 Approval of Minutes – September (see attached) and October 

(still to be provided) 

Approval of November 24,2009 Agenda 

All 

8:25-8:30 Fundraising team (see attached report) 

 Summary of funds raised to date 

Lara 

8:30-8:35 Hot lunch team (see attached report) 

 Update 

Lara 

 Library Team-nothing to report  

 Social team-report (see attached report) Lara 

8:35-8:50 Financial report (no report submitted) 

 Bank account discussion 

 Reserve Fund 

Finance team 

8:50-8:55 New business All 

8:55 meting Adjourn  

 Next Meeting – Tuesday January 12, 2010  

 

 

Please note that these are time estimates and that the timelines will be adhered to as closely as 

possible. It may be that some teams will have no reports, having the schedule run ahead.  

 

If you are planning on attending the H&S Meeting only, please arrive by 8:00 or 8:10 at the 

latest as the meeting will proceed when the Parent Council meeting has concluded but it may 

mean a wait.  



 

Reports for November 24, 2009 Meeting 
 

Principal’s Report  (Win Braunsch) 
 

Previous presentations on Cashless Schools & on Anaphylaxis. 
 
1 Staffing:   Mme Wadsworth is back with us, and are looking for a teacher to take over  Mme 

Picanco’s classroom in January.  For the second round, Mme Vuylsteke & Mme Cardelli are 
Associate teachers to two ‘stagiaires’ from Western. 
 
2. Building:  Game lines were painted & have helped the students to find good activities outside at 

recesses.  Mme Smith-Kelly and I are in the planning stages for a ‘Welcome to our tree’ 
ceremony!   

 
3. Faith in the school:  Our liturgy & Confessions have been moved to Tues Dec 1.  Thanks to 

Mme Camirand for a moving Remembrance Day liturgy.  Mme McGrath”s class will lead our 
Advent mass on Thurs Dec 17 at 11am;   

 
4. Extra Curricular:    Mme Lima & Mme Vicari are running intramural volleyball for both boys & 

girls junior students on Tues & Thurs.  the volleyball season is complete.  The boys made it 
to the playoffs.  Many thanks to coaches Jevnikar & Vicari.   

 
5. School Improvement Planning:  update will be provided;  Oral conferencing will be the focus of 

the first pathway to set bench marks for students’ oral French skills in SK – gr 1 (simple 
conversations) ;  gr 2-3 will focus on asking & answering simple questions (SK to gr 3 
pathway is taken from the Common European Framework of Reference).  The gr 4-6 filmed 
their student oral production & the gr 7 & 8’s are finalizing plans for students to 
demonstrate their skill by describing an image. 

 

6. Technology in the school :  The document camera is set up on the new cart;  we now have 
obtained through an exchange with CCH, an extra digital projector which is on the cart with 

the document camera. Sign out will occur, set up by Mme Smolarek. Encouraging 

electronic communication:  Mmes Vicari & Jevnikar have set up class websites;  

other teachers continue to use e-mail as a way to communicate information to parents. 

 

7. Report cards & parent-teacher conferences:  will be sent home Dec 1, with 

conferences on Thurs Dec 3
rd 

from 4 – 8pm.  The date was altered it was felt the Thurs 

was a preferred date and should there be a conflict or lack of time that evening, this 

would allow for scheduling alternatives.   

 

8. Christmas concert:  Thurs Dec 17 in the afternoon;  details to be provided. 

 

 

 

 



 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vice-Principal’s Report (Daniel Baker) 

See also the following documents attached to e mail: 
1. Armed and violent intruder 
2. Invitation letter and 
3. Letter to parents-H1N1  

 
1.  Lockdown drills 
Safety continues to be our number one priority at St. John Catholic French Immersion. 

On Friday, November 6, 2009, we have introduced our lockdown drills. 

Teachers and students got into lockdown mode in less than 30 seconds while Mme 

Braunsch, M. Baker, and M. Gutierrez walked through hallways, washrooms and portables. Mme 

Coughlan was in the office waiting for calls from teacher noticing any missing students. Our 

students have demonstrated that they are well prepared to approach a lockdown situation. At the 

last staff meeting (Nov. 10, 2009), we reviewed our emergency plan in case of a lockdown. The 
Code Red is still used for lockdown i.e. – there is an intruder in the school who is armed and 
dangerous. In this case, all staff and students should get out of the hallways, close and if possible, 
lock door of the room they are in, move away from windows, take cover and remain calm and 
quiet. In these cases, it is imperative to remain calm and quiet. As stated in our previous report, 

this protocol was established in agreement with the Safe & Healthy Schools and the Emergency 

Response Plan. Please, note that the end of a Code Red is Code Violet. We are going to have 

another lockdown drill in December. 

 

2. Safe and Healthy School Committee 
There is nothing new to report. 

 

 3. H1N1, pandemic planning and cleaning 
 Our custodian, M. Gutierrez, is still following the previous sanitizing tasks (all backs of 
chairs and desk tops on a daily basis, and touch points: glass in entrance doors, push plates, 
phones, keyboards and computers, etc.) 
 We have sent home (Tuesday, November 3) a letter from Wilma de Rond, Director of 

Education, about H1N1 Influenza. For more updates, visit the website 

www.healthunit.com/h1n1info or our website at http://www.ldcsb.on.ca/schools/john/.  

 We have sent home as well a letter (Thursday, November 12) on H1N1 Immunization 
Clinics for Children in Elementary Schools. 
 

 4. EQAO 
 

Grade 3 

http://www.healthunit.com/h1n1info
http://www.ldcsb.on.ca/schools/john/


We are very proud of our students. They consistently achieve a high level of performance 

as was evidenced on the days on which they wrote the EQAO test on June 2 and 3 of 2009. This 

test gives us a snapshot of the performance of our students on a given day. Many factors may affect 

the results of these tests but it is helpful for us to use this data to continue to update our program 

and school initiatives to better facilitate our students’ learning needs. 

The results of the 2009 EQAO test for our Grade 3 students have been sent out to parents. 

The level of achievement in each area was displayed on a sliding scale, thereby giving us a clearer 

view of where within each level, the child performed on a specific task of the Grade 3 EQAO test. 

The results of this year’s testing are in keeping with the data from previous years for our 

Grade 3 students, and therefore validates what we already know: we offer a high quality program to 
the students of St. John French Immersion Catholic School. We have to point out that our Grade 

3 students participated in the EQAO testing having written the Mathematics component of the 

assessment in French. 

Last year, our school achieved results that exceed those of the school board and those of the 

province. The same is true this year in Mathematics such as in Grade 3. Please note that the 

following graphs include percentages derived from the general reporting method: 

 

 

In fact, in mathematics again this year, 78% of our Grade 3 students were at Level 3 and 4 

compared to 68% in the province. Last year, in 2007-2008, 97% of our students were at Level 3 

or 4 and two years ago, in 2006-2007, 64% of our students were at Level 3 or 4. From last year, 

it is a decrease of 19%. Overall, in Mathematics this year, 20% of our students were at Level 4 

(12% in 2007-2008) and 59% at Level 3 (85% in 2007-2008) and 12% were at level 2 (0% in 
2007-2008). This year, 71% of our Grade 3 girls (100% in 2007-2008) were at Level 3 or 4 in 

mathematics compare to 88% (94% in 2007-2008) of our boys. It is 3% above the Board results 

for our female students and 20% above the board results for our male students. This year, 37 

students (90%) wrote the EQAO in mathematics. 

http://www.eqao.com/


 

In interpreting data, it is important to note the contextual information of those students who 

participated. In our analysis of the results of the 2009 EQAO test, the following contextual 
information is taken into consideration: 

 

 

Grade 3 results  

 

 15% of our Grade 3 students indicated that they were speaking only or mostly another 
language than English (or other languages) at home and 15% of our Grade 3 students 

indicated that they were speaking another language (or other languages) as often as 

English at home. 

 39% of our Grade 3 students indicated that language that people speak to them at 

home is either: i) another language (or other languages) as often as English ii) only or 

mostly another language (or other languages). 
 10% of our Grade 3 students were born outside of Canada. 

 20% of our Grade 3 students indicated that the first language learned at home was other 

than English. 

 59% of the Grade 3 students are female and 41% are male. 

 Percentage of students who answered “Yes” to the statements “I like mathematics”: 

69% were male and 43% were female. 

 

The analysis of these results has given us some direction for areas that may need to be explicitly 

addressed. It is evident that our students are generally achieving at a high level since 2006-2007. 

This year, out of 8 overall expectations, only in one case (Patterning and Algebra) our Grade 3 

students were below (73%) the board (75%) or the province results (73%). In all other 

expectations, our Grade 3 students were over the board or the province results. 

Therefore we should continue the current quality of program with which we provide the 

students. As always, we are focused on teaching the tenets of Catholicity and nurturing the 

spiritual education and expression of our students. Within both the school and board this year, 

we are focusing on continuing to develop Literacy and Numeracy strategies within the 

classroom in an effort to improve student achievement. 



Our hope is to maintain this level of achievement in 2009-2010. 

 

 Grade 6 
The results of the 2009 EQAO test for our Grade 6 students have been sent out to parents 

as well. The level of achievement in each area was displayed on a sliding scale, thereby giving us a 

clearer view of where within each level, the child performed on a specific task of the Grade 6 

EQAO test. The results of this year’s testing are in keeping with the data from previous years for 

our Grade 6 students, and therefore validates what we already know: we offer a high quality 

program to the students of St. John French Immersion Catholic School. 
The following is a graph of these results for the 2008-2009 Grade 6 EQAO in 

mathematics. Please note that the following graphs include percentages derived from the general 

reporting method: 

 

 

 
Since 2004-2005, our school has consistently achieved results that exceed those of the school 

board and those of the province in Grade 6 in the assessments of Reading, Writing and 

Mathematics. Our students achieved results that exceed those of the school board and those of 

the province again in 2008-2009. 

In fact, in Reading, 74% (76% in 2007-2008) of our students were at Level 3 or 4 compare to 

73% for the board and 69% in the province. In Writing this year, 70% (73% in 2007-2008) of 

our students were at Level 3 or 4 compared to 67% in the board and 67% in the province. In 

Mathematics, 74% (81% in 2007-2008) of our students were at Level 3 or 4 compared to 65% in 

the board and 63% in the province. The gap is evident in mathematics between the level of 

performance of our students and those of in province (11%). 

 

 

 

 

http://www.eqao.com/


 
 

In interpreting data, it is important to note the contextual information of those students who 

participated. In our analysis of the results of the 2009 EQAO test, the following contextual 

information is taken into consideration: 

 

 61% of our Grade 6 students indicated that they were speaking only or mostly English at 

 home. Furthermore, 39% of our Grade 6 students indicated that they were either speaking 

 another language (or other languages) as often as English or that they were only or mostly 

 speaking another language (or other languages). 
 21% of our Grade 6 students were born outside of Canada. 

 In Grade 6, the first language learned at home was other than English in 16% of our 

 students. 

 58% of the Grade 6 students are female and 42% are male. 

 50% of our Grade 6 students indicated that language(s) that people speak to them at home 

 was either another language (or other languages) as often as English or that was only or 

 mostly another language (or other languages). 
The analysis of these results has given us some direction for areas that may need to be 

explicitly addressed. It is evident that our students are generally achieving at a high level. Therefore 

we should continue the current quality of program with which we provide the students. As always, 

we are focused on teaching the tenets of Catholicity and nurturing the spiritual education and 

expression of our students. Within both the school and board this year, we are focusing on 

continuing to develop Literacy and Numeracy strategies within the classroom in an effort to 

improve student achievement. 

Therefore, of particular interest to us is the comparison of the results of the boys to those 

of the girls both within the school and at our board: 

 

 



 

The overall board results are in keeping with what we see in our classes here at St. John F.I.  

The test results indicate that females achieve at a higher level than do their fellow male students 

in Reading, Writing and Mathematics. The same comparison could be made with the within the 

province. 

The board results indicate that although there is a definite gap in Reading (8%), this gap is 

much wider in the area of Writing (19%). There is also a difference for the results at our school in 

which there is a 6% gap in Writing (2% in 2007-2008) and a 5% gap in the area of Reading (3% in 

2007-2008). The gap is more noticeable in both areas in comparison to last year’s results. A 

change occurred in Mathematics were male went from 81% in 2007-2008 to 71%. 

Our hope is that new strategies in place will continue to help us to better address this issue 

in our school thereby allowing for improved achievement in the area of Literacy and Numeracy for 

our boys. 

 

5. School Profile 

 
School Community Information 
Principal: Mme Winifred Braunsch 

Vice Principal: M. Daniel Baker  

Secretary: Mme Cathy Coughlan 

School Council Chair: Anna Dzongowski 

Parish: Our Lady of Czestochowa 

Pastor: Fr. Dariusz 

Secondary School Affiliate: Mother Teresa 

School Superintendent: Vincent MacDonald 

School Trustee: Mrs. Loren De Melo 

Director of Education: Wilma de Rond 

 
Quick Facts About Our School 
School Hours: 8:55 – 3:30 

Grade Distribution: JK - 8 

Student Enrolment: 457 

 

About our School  

Description 

Our Catholic French Immersion program was established in September of 1988 and is currently 

located in central London at St. John Catholic French Immersion School, 449 Hill Street. There 

are currently 457 students enrolled. The students from Grade 1 to Grade 8 study all of their 

subjects in French with the exception of English and Religion. Students receive formal teaching of 

English literacy skills from grades 1 to 8. In 2004, our Early Immersion program began with Junior 

Kindergarten, Senior Kindergarten and Grade 1 entry points. The formal teaching of English for 

these young students begins in grade 1 where the focus is on reading. Students presently in grades 

7 and 8 began the program in grade 4. All other students began in JK, SK or grade 1. Entry at 

http://www.olc.rcec.london.on.ca/index.html
http://www.ldcsb.on.ca/schools/mths/
http://www.ldcsb.on.ca/department_director_messagew.asp
http://maps.google.ca/maps?hl=en&source=hp&q=449+Hill+Street&um=1&ie=UTF-8&hq=&hnear=449+Hill+St,+London,+ON&gl=ca&ei=Ean9SpjYMcG0lAel-dGPCw&sa=X&oi=geocode_result&ct=image&resnum=1&ved=0CAkQ8gEwAA


points other than this is no longer an option unless students are coming from another French 

Immersion School or a French First Language School. As well, all students must be baptized 

Roman Catholic. Parents interested in transferring their child from another school are required to 

contact the principal first. 

 

Mission Statement 
St. John Catholic French Immersion School is a welcoming, bilingual faith community. Our 
Canadian heritage is celebrated through French language and culture. We encourage students to 

succeed and to develop their unique gifts. 
 

Staffing Information 
Currently at St. John Catholic French Immersion School there are twenty French Immersion 

classroom teachers, one English specialist, one Intermediate Science teacher, one Music Teacher, 

one SPST (resource teacher), one library technician, one Educational Assistant and one custodian 

contracted to us via Service Master. The administrative staff consists of a Principal, a half-time Vice 

Principal, and a secretary. 

 

Facilities 
St. John Catholic French Immersion School was originally established in September 1988 at the 

site of Holy Family Catholic School as a grade 4 to 8 Middle French Immersion program. In 1994, 

the school re-located to St. Joseph French Immersion Centre at 85 Charles Street, and has been at 

the present site at 449 Hill Street in Central London since 1999 where, until 2004, the school 

shared the building with the mainstream English school community. Since 2004, this site has been 

a full French Immersion facility. There are four portables on site. Grade seven and eight students 

make daily use of Meredith Park at lunch recess. 

 

Transportation Information 
The vast majority of students are bussed to St. John from London-Middlesex and Elgin counties, 

on a total of 22 buses (a combination of large buses and microbuses) from Elgie Bus Lines and 

Langs Bus Lines. We share bussing with St. Mary Choir School. Students in our early immersion 

program must reside north of Commissioner’s Road in London or outside the city of London. 

Others students must attend St. Anthony Catholic French Immersion School. Oxford county 

students must attend Holy Family Catholic French Immersion School.  

 

Safe and Healthy school 
Safety of all students at St. John Catholic French Immersion is of utmost priority. To this effect, we 

have implemented, as part of the student agenda, a section outlining our Code of Conduct which 

parents are required to sign. Not only are consequences for inappropriate behaviors in place, but 

student responsibilities are also outlined. We also have a Safe and Healthy School Committee to 

focus on health issues and learning opportunities for both our students and our staff. St. John 

Catholic French Immersion School is a winner of the Healthy Living Champions in 2007-2008 

and 2008-2009. 

 

Co-Curricular Program 
 

Save a family plan Terry Fox Run Choir 

Carnaval Concours oratoire QSP fundraiser 

http://www.ldcsb.on.ca/schools/john/Staff.htm
http://maps.google.ca/maps?hl=en&source=hp&q=449+Hill+Street&um=1&ie=UTF-8&hq=&hnear=449+Hill+St,+London,+ON&gl=ca&ei=Ean9SpjYMcG0lAel-dGPCw&sa=X&oi=geocode_result&ct=image&resnum=1&ved=0CAkQ8gEwAA
http://www.mybigyellowbus.ca/
http://www.mybigyellowbus.ca/
http://www.ldcsb.on.ca/schools/malo/index.html
http://www.ldcsb.on.ca/schools/anthony/
http://www.ldcsb.on.ca/schools/fawo/index.htm
http://www.ldcsb.on.ca/schools/john/Documents/Agenda2010.pdf
http://www.ldcsb.on.ca/schools/john/Documents/Agenda2010.pdf
http://www.healthunit.com/articlesPDF/12523.pdf
http://www.safp.org/


Living rosary Cérémonie des excellences 
(2

e
 – 7

e
) 

Talent Show 

Craft Club Environment Club Book Fairs 

Chess lessons (subsidized by 
Parent Council) 

 Authors visits 
 

 

Living Our Faith 

Link to the Community 

The St. John Catholic French Immersion School Community is fortunate to have Our Lady Czestochowa Church next door. We participate in 

monthly masses and liturgies as well as celebrate special events at the parish. The associate pastor, Father Dariusz, provides special sessions to our 

grade one students to help them gain comfort at our monthly masses. We have a special relationship with the Church as we share parking facilities to 

accommodate staff parking needs and Church parking needs during special events such as funerals and missions. Staff and students participate in the 

Virtuous Reality program that entails practising a different virtue every month. Students and staff come together once a month to recognize and 

celebrate the efforts of a member of each classroom. Though Sacraments are addressed in the various classes, students are not officially prepared at 

the school. Parents must be in contact with their home parish for students to follow Sacramental preparation. We are fortunate to have volunteers in 

our school community who work together with the teachers, students, and staff to improve literacy skills and help in the office. A number of parents 

from our community have also made monetary donations for the school to help us to provide extra resources for our students. 

 

Programs and Services 

Curriculum Program 

As a French Immersion School we fall under the mandate of an English language School board 

and therefore must follow the Ontario Ministry Guidelines for curriculum as any other publicly 

funded Catholic school must do. 

We begin our JK students with the goal of attaining 90% instruction in French and 10% in English 

through the teaching of Religion. Students continue this model in SK, and then in grade one, begin 

with the formal learning of English in a 20% English / 80% French setting. In grade 7 and 8, the 

formal teaching of guidance occurs in English and students transition to a 75% French / 25% 

English model. 

 

Students who graduate from St. John are eligible to continue their studies in Catholic French 

Immersion in a secondary setting at Mother Teresa Catholic Secondary School. 

 

The success of the students of our French Immersion model has been overwhelming. Students 

from the program continue to achieve to a very high standard as they enter high school. Results 

from Grade 3 and Grade 6 EQUAO testing has consistently been well above provincial and board 

level achievement. The year 2008-2009 was not an exception. The dedication and commitment of 

the staff is acknowledged by students and parents alike as being of an exceptional nature.   

 

Athletics  
In addition to our very noteworthy academic achievement at St. John Catholic French Immersion 

School we have a tradition of producing exceptional sports teams. There have been many 

tournament and city championships over the years as the result of the dedication of staff to provide 

exceptional extracurricular opportunities. Despite the complications that arise with the fact that 

http://www.olc.rcec.london.on.ca/index.html
http://www.ldcsb.on.ca/schools/john/Sacraments.htm
http://www.rcec.london.on.ca/
http://www.ldcsb.on.ca/schools/john/Council%20Documents/donationrequest2009.pdf
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/document/curricul/curricul.html
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/elementary/
http://www.ldcsb.on.ca/schools/mths/
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/
http://www.ldcsb.on.ca/schools/john/Documents/EQAOreport2009.pdf


virtually all students are bussed to school, the involvement of parents and staff supports these 

programs whether they require attendance after school or on weekends. 

 

Basketball  Soccer 

 

Ice Hockey Volleyball Floor 

Hockey 

 

Cross 

Country 

 Track & 

Field 

 

Catholic School Council 
Our very active Parent Council is a central key to our life at St. John. They devoted their time in 

our annual Welcome Night, our Advent lunch in December, with Hot lunches and Pizzas, etc. 

The Social Committee, the Green Committee, The Catholicity Committee, the Fundraising 

Committee and the Communications Committee are energetic and dedicated. Volunteers are 

always welcome. 

 

 

Results of Provincial-wide Assessments  

 
 

 
School Improvement Planning 2009-2010 

http://www.ldcsb.on.ca/schools/john/Parent%20Council.htm
http://www.therealfoodcateringcompany.ca/index.html
http://www.ldcsb.on.ca/schools/john/Council%20Documents/pizzaorder.pdf


During the months of September and October, school teams reviewed and revised their 2009-2010 School Improvement Plan in light of the most 

recent EQAO results and other relevant data.  This process results in ongoing modifications to the School Improvement Plan for 2009-2010. The 

School Improvement Plan will outline the school’s priority goals, strategies and success indicators towards improving student learning and 

achievement for the coming school year. The School Improvement Plan goals for 2009-2010 will be posted on the school website. 

 

 

Teacher’s Report 
No report submitted 
See  IT Project Proposal Guideline document forwarded under separate email 

 
Vice Chair Report (Veronica McAlea Major) 
The Vice Chair was asked to draft a survey for Council to consider regarding the potential 

impact of the Thames Valley School Board opening a French immersion school in west London.  

The following is submitted for consideration by School Council: 

 

The Thames Valley District School Board has made a decision to open an elementary French 

Immersion School in West London on                    Street (previously                             School) 

beginning September 2010. 

 

St. John French Immersion Catholic School Council would like to understand the potential 

impact of Thames Valley’s decision to open a school in West London on students currently 

enrolled or considering enrollment at St. John French Immersion Catholic School. 

 

We would kindly ask that you complete this survey and return it to the school no later that 

December 15, 2009. 

 

1.  Number of your children that are currently enrolled in St. John French Immersion. 

__________ 

 

2. Number of your children that will be attending St. John French Immersion in September 

2010?_____ 

 

3. If the number of your children in question #1 is different from question #2, please 

indicate reason for 

difference._______________________________________________________________

__________. 

 

4. Please indicate the grade(s) which your children are currently enrolled in ___________? 

 

5. Would you consider switching your children to the new French Immersion school to be 

opened by the Thames Valley School Board on                         street? 

 

____Yes                 ____No              ____Undecided 

 

http://www.ldcsb.on.ca/schools/john/Documents/EQAOreport2009.pdf
http://www.ldcsb.on.ca/schools/john/Documents/EQAOreport2009.pdf
http://www.ldcsb.on.ca/schools/john/index.htm


The information provided by you will be kept confidential.  Thank you for completing the 

survey. 

 

 

 

Board Watch Report (Philip Squire) 

 

1. I have heard nothing further with regard to a presentation to the Board and how I could 

help. I will wait for direction from Council. I will help in any way I can. 

 

2. The meeting of the District Council on Tuesday, November 17 was held. The following 

item was discussed: 

a) the final educational trips policy is going to the Board of Trustees at its next 

meeting. I will provide the Council with the final policy when approved. 

 

3. I had a brief discussion with some Trustees regarding purchasing a public board school. 

They first indicated that to their knowledge it had never occurred although each Board 

does have a first right to purchase a school closed by the other Board. They indicated that 

fair market value must be paid. They also indicated that one issue would be any potential 

upgrades or work required if an older school was purchased. This discussion was not part 

of the meeting. 

 

4. If there is a desire to do so I can get St. Johns involved in the Habitat Youth Project. 

 

5. I attended the Catholic School Council Commissioning Ceremony on November 17 with 

our principal. Many thanks for her attendance. The ceremony was not well attended. I 

believe there was no good notice for the meeting. 

 

 

 
 
Catholicity Team Report 
No report submitted. 

 

Communications Team Report (Lara Chaloner) 

Fall Parent Council Newsletter was sent out the week of November 16th.  We continue to ask 
that if there is any information that council wants to see broadcast to the community (or 
parents are wanting to know), that they let us know and we’ll make it happen: we are 
coordinating the council bulletin board, the council submission to the school newsletter, the 
council page on the school website, and  the Council Newsletter.  

We are beginning to assemble the Winter Newsletter from Council and would like to distribute 
it in mid January. We are asking that each team: a) let us know of any planned meetings for Jan, 
Feb, and Mar. and b) provide us with an update on their activities. 



Green Team Report (Lara Chaloner) 

We have had to delay our meeting. Will be meeting soon and report back in January. 
 
 
 
Home and School 
Fundraising Team (Lara Chaloner) 

To date, we have $3205 in donations (directly to the school + to Mon. Feeney Foundation). A 
reminder is in the Fall Newsletter. Another reminder will go home in the new year. The Silent 
Auction will be in the spring as part of the Franco Follie. Our next meeting is January 14th. 
 
Hot Lunch Team (Lara Chaloner) 

We are well under way with pizza. We have been addressing staff concerns and hope that they 
are resolved by the next pizza day. The next order for pizza will go out in December with orders 
being counted the first week back in January—January 6 at 6:45 pm—come one, come all! 

The Real Food Hot Lunches seem to be going smoother. The December orders will go out near 
the end of November.  

Social Team (Lara Chaloner) 

We had our meeting mid November and have another scheduled for Jan 14th at 7 pm in the 
library. 

Christmas Lunch will be a pasta lunch on Wednesday, December 16th for JK + 1-8 (SK’s will have 
their lunch on Tuesday, December 15th).  We need as many as can help to contact Kelly Todd.  
The students will sit in two shifts, the A classes at 11:30 and the B classes at 12:30.  

Franco Follie has been set for May 7th. It will include the annual BBQ and Silent Auction at one 
event. This means that the Silent Auction will not be an evening event for parents only but 
incorporated into Franco and that the BBQ will be on this date rather than in June. Notes will be 
going home shortly to let people know about the auction so that they can make requests from 
vendors at the outset of their fiscal year—hopefully getting donations before that portion of 
their budget is gone. Further info about Franco will come in the new year. 

Library Team 
No report submitted. 

 

Finance Team 
No report submitted 

 


