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Dear Parents or Guardians: 

The government of Ontario has recently announced a significant investment in full-day learning for four 

and five year olds across the province beginning in September 2010. In addition, parents will have the 

option of enrolling students in an extended day program (before and after regular school hours 

program) for a fee with some subsidies available for families in need. 

Full-day learning will be phased in to every publicly funded school. The goal is to have full-day learning 

fully implemented by 2015-16. The phase in will allow school boards and the Ministry of Education time 

to complete necessary planning for this important new initiative while giving more children and families 

the support they need for success. We are excited to share with parents this extension to Catholic 

education. 

During the regular school year, teachers and early childhood educators will work together to help young 

children learn, grow and form in faith during the regular school day. Early childhood educators will lead 

the extended before and after school programs within the context of Catholic faith. 

The Ministry has set the following criteria to guide school boards in selecting schools for the first phase 

of implementation for September 2010. School boards are asked to consider: (1) the needs and 

circumstances of students, parents and communities; (2) input received through consultation with Best 

Start networks, Consolidated Municipal Service Managers and District Social Services Administration 

Boards in the board's jurisdiction; and (3) consultation with coterminous school boards. 

The criteria are: 

Availability of Space 

Priority should be given to schools that have space available for a full-day JK/SK programming in 2010 

without requiring new capital construction or renovations. Recommended schools should be schools 

that the board anticipates will remain open for the next five years. 
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Community Need 

For 2010, one of the goals of the Early Learning Program (ELP) is to locate a portion of the spaces in 

schools serving low-income families. 

Minimal Impact on Existing Child Care and Early Years Programs 

In developing the best solutions for four and five year olds in their communities, boards will need to 

take into account the local availability of licensed child care. Boards will need to consider whether the 

community will be best served by selecting schools with existing child care programs, schools near 

existing licensed child care, or schools in neighbourhoods where no child care is currently available for 

four and five year olds. 

Student Achievement 

Each board will need to identify schools where students would benefit significantly from the increased 

learning opportunities, offered by the ELP. This may include schools where many families struggle with 

poverty, language issues or other challenges. It may include schools where student achievement is 

static and students would benefit from increased learning and individual attention. 

Readiness to Implement 

Boards will need to assess the level of community and school readiness to support ELP implementation. 

Each school board, working with coterminous boards and municipalities, will recommend where the 

new full-day early learning programs will be introduced for 2010-2011. Schools that are recommended 

by school boards will be submitted to the Ministry of Education for review and announced in the new 

year. Schools that are not selected will continue to offer current programming. 

The London District Catholic School Board looks forward to this educational and faith development 

opportunity for our youngest learners and their families. 

Yours truly, 

Wilma de Rond 

Director of Education 

c.	 Board of Trustees, London District Catholic School Board 

London District Catholic School Council and Parent Involvement Committee 

Chairs, Catholic School Councils 

Bishop R. Fabbro, Diocese of London 

Principals, Elementary and Secondary 

Superintendents 


