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The end of semester one marks the mid-point in 
the school year but it often seems like we have 
entered the home stretch in many ways.  For 
parents and students, my suggestions can be 
seen as a bit of a warning that time will pass very 
quickly from this point on in the school year.  Here 
are some suggestions and observations that may 
be helpful as you contemplate the results of 
semester one.   
 

Course Selections 
 
Soon in semester 2, we will be engaging students 
in the process of course selection for the 
2012/2013 school year.  The process starts with 
grade level assemblies on February 9 and 10 to 
outline the process regarding on-line course 
selection for next year.   One of our ongoing 
frustrations as a school is getting completed 
enrolment forms in to the school.  In order for us 
to put students into the courses of their choice, we 
need them signed up and in our computer system.  
The key date for course selection is February 23. 

 
Graduation 2013 
 
For our current grade eleven students, course 
selection in the graduating year is crucial.  
Students need to make sure that they have the 
courses they need to graduate and to meet their 
post-secondary goals.  If you need the help of our  
guidance department, please do so as soon as 
possible.  One important item to remember relates 
to the small number of students who take a 
course twice in order to upgrade their standing.  
This is often a very sound strategy but students 
must remember that the course only counts as 
one credit on the transcript even if there are two 
passing marks.   
 

Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test 
(OSSLT) 
 
Our grade ten students and others will be writing 
this province-wide test on Thursday, March 29, 
2012.  Students must successfully complete the 
test in order to graduate from high school so it is 
very important that students are prepared and 
dedicated.   Students will be provided with 
preparation sessions during February to help them 
brush up on their literacy skills and learn how to 
respond to this unique test experience.   We 
would ask that parents reinforce the importance of 
the Literacy Test when talking to your children.  It 
is nice to get this grad requirement done and out 
of the way and most of our students can complete 
the test with a good effort and a serious attitude.   
 

Welcoming our future Rams 
 
On Monday, January 16, we opened our doors to 
the community in order to talk to families about the 
benefits of St. Josephôs Catholic High School.  We 
had a busy night and received some great 
feedback from students and families alike.  As 
usual, the St. Josephôs staff came up big by being 
present and engaging parents and students in 
important discussions about courses, clubs, 
activities, teams and the unique qualities of this 
faith-based school.  I would encourage current 
and former students and their families, if inclined, 
to speak to neighbours, relatives and friends 
about attending St. Josephôs.  As society becomes 
increasingly secularized and at the same time 
culturally diverse, the benefits of a religious 
education are even more important in helping our 
young people to take their place in the world.  If 
you are speaking to people in the community and 
they have questions, please encourage them to 
call the school and speak to the Principal.   



JOY is the infallible sign of the presence of GOD. 
VALENTINEõS DAY 

Dear Student: 
 This Valentineõs Day share the love of Christ among the people that you are with 
every day.  This little drop of love can become a powerful light in their life. 
 As Disciples of Christ, we recognize that true love is rooted in God.  Therefore, I invite 
you to share the gift of Godõs love through your prayers offered during this Valentineõs Day. 
St. Valentine served as a priest in ancient Rome during a time of great persecution and he 
died as a Christian martyr.  By giving up his life for the sake of Christ and the Church, he 
showed the greatest love: 

òGreater love has no man than this that a man lay down his life for his friends.ó 
 In our day, when so many look for love in the wrong place and give in to the darkness 
of sin, the example of St. Valentineõs sacrificial love shines as a light in the darkness.  I invite 
you to do the following: 
 

¶ Think of someone that you hardly ever see or greet. 

¶ Say a prayer for this person, 

¶ Greet him/her with joy, 

¶ Tell or write something positive and kind about this person, 

¶ Feel yourself good because you just share the love of Christ. 

 
HAPPY VALENTINES DAY!                       God loves you and so do I. 
Mrs. Nuri Rojas - Chaplain 

Math Department News !  

 
Have you considered writing a Math Contest? 
 
This is just a reminder that we have a number of math 
contest opportunities for all students at St. Joeôs 
throughout the second semester.  You do not have to be 
enrolled in a math course to write a math contest.  This 
is a great way to challenge yourself. 
 
The Pascal, Cayley and Fermat Contests for students in 
Grades 9, 10 and 11 will be written on Thursday, 
February 23, 2012.  
 
The Euclid Contest will be written on April 11, 2012 and 
a second round of contests for students in Gr. 9 ï 11 will 
be written on April 12, 2012. 
 
Please see Mr. Hardy or talk to any math teacher about 
signing up! 



Planning Your Future Together 
 
The registration of St. Josephôs students for the 2012-13 school year will begin February 9 and 10.   
 
The London District Catholic School Board has moved to an on-line Grade 9-12 course registration module. The module 
is Course Planner, which is part of the Career Cruising software.  Many students and staff are familiar with Career 
Cruising and have used it over the years in both elementary and secondary schools for personal, academic, and career 
exploration.  Career Cruising is a Canadian-based company and it has a full understanding of the Ontario Curriculum 
and diploma requirements.  Several Ontario school boards have been using Career Planner software for course 
registration and selection. 
 
The Course Planner module helps students plan courses that reflect their abilities, interests, career aspirations, and 
graduation requirements.  It brings together critical information including credit history, course descriptions, diploma 
tracking, prerequisite requirements and suggested courses: 
 

¶ Online Course InformationðAn organized intuitive way to learn about different courses available at your school. 

¶ Online Course PlanningïStudents can plan courses for their future based on the careers or schools they have 

researched.  It will also show past courses and grades. 

¶ Graduation RequirementsïThe Course Planner will help a student to plan completion of graduation requirements. 

 
All students must submit a printed verification form from Career Cruising of the classes that they wish to apply to for 
September 2012.  Course Selection forms are to be completed, signed and returned to the studentôs homeroom teacher 
by February 23 accompanied by a $50.00 student fee cheque.  (NSF cheques will be charged a $10.00 processing fee.)  
It is imperative all students comply with this deadline.   Availability of courses for students registering after this date 
cannot be guaranteed.  Students who are not returning to St. Josephôs in September 2012, no matter the reason, must 
hand in a printed form from Career Cruising that states ñwill not be returningò. 
 

Parents Help With Course Selection 
Course decisions should be based on ensuring that your child achieves success.  Students and parents are encouraged 
to engage in conversation with teachers, guidance counselors and administration to ensure a successful year. 
 
Course selection is an important decision.  Planning (staffing, budget, availability of courses) for 2012-13 will be based 
on figures gathered from these selections.  Also, with only two counselors to meet the needs of 700 students, it is 
impossible to make selection changes for every student. 

 
At the time you receive this newsletter you will be finalizing your childôs course selections for 2012-13.  We would ask 
you to consider the following in your decision making process: 
 

¶ Does the student have any outstanding graduation requirements that need to be met? 

¶ What are his/her post-secondary goals? Are there specific courses required to meet those goals?  Have you 
investigated all post-secondary options? Does the projected destination fit your childôs personality, interests, and 
learning style? 

¶ What courses interest the student?  Try to incorporate some of these to make the high school experience more 
enjoyable and successful.  You may even consider postponing a compulsory credit in grade 10 in order to explore an 
additional optional credit or two. 

¶ Is it practical to take more time to finish high school? Students may wish to stay for an extra semester or year after 
graduation.  This plan allows the student to explore more optional courses and take more time to complete courses 
required or recommended for post-secondary choices. 

 
Please feel free to contact your childôs Guidance Counselor: 
 
Mrs. Jennifer Boin (A-L)  Ext. #26041    or   Mr. Al Quaglia (M-Z) Ext. #26043 

  



Are You Scholarship Material? 
 
Most universities and colleges have scholarships and entrance awards for which an application is NOT required.  
However, there are several scholarships for which an application is required.  For those scholarships, students must 
submit additional information such as community service involvement, extracurricular activities, personal profiles, 
references, essays, and in some cases, may participate in interviews. 
 
Scholarship information and applications are available in the Guidance Office.  There is a binder in the Guidance Office 
which lists the scholarships that are available.  Announcements are also made daily regarding currently available 
scholarships and their submission deadlines.  It is the individual studentôs responsibility to make use of this 
information and investigate potential scholarships. 

Community Service and Graduation 
 
Ministry of Education guidelines require that all Secondary School students must complete 40 hours of community 
service before they can receive their high school diploma.  A deadline of June 8  in a studentôs graduating year is in 
place for forms to be returned to the school and processed. 
 
The responsibility of choosing Ministry approved volunteer placement locations, monitoring students in their placements, 
and completing the required form is the responsibility of the student and their parents.  The Completion of Community 
Involvement Activities form must be completed and turned in to the Guidance Office. 
 
The London District Catholic School Board has compiled a list of possible community volunteer choices that meet 
Ministry requirements.  Administration, guidance counselors, and homeroom teachers will continue to stress to students 
the importance of completing the 40 hoursðespecially to those students entering grade 12. Parents are encouraged to 
actively monitor their childôs accumulation of volunteer hours.  It is our goal that no student be denied the opportunity to 
receive his/her diploma as a result of not completing Ministry community service graduation requirements. 

College and University Applications 
 
Applications for college and university have been completed on-line.  On-line applications are less time consuming than 
paper applications and allows students to make changes to their applications by simply going back on-line. The deadline 
for university applications was January 11.  College applications were due February 1.  Students may apply for programs 
after these dates, but applying before these dates allows students to have equal consideration with all other applicants. 

ONTARIO 

SCHOLARS 

 

According to the Ministry of Education, a student may be designated an Ontario 
Scholar if he or she satisfies both the following requirements: 

§ obtains an aggregate of at least 480 marks in any combination of ministry-
approved courses that provide a total of six credits.  These courses include any 
Grade 12 university preparation, university/college preparation, college 
preparation, workplace preparation and/or open courses or co-operative 
education courses related to any of the preceding courses. 

§ has been recommended by the school principal for the Ontario Secondary 
School Diploma in either the current or previous school year. 

Report on the Destination of St. Josephôs Students 
 
Each year we are asked to make a report to the Board concerning what our graduates ended up doing after their high 
school graduation.  Our 2011 graduating studentsô results are as follows as compared to the last. 
 

 
 
We are pleased with the results and are especially pleased to report that our Total Student Drop-Out Rate last year was 
only 0.7%.   

 2010 2009 2008 2007 2011 

Apprenticeship 1%  1%  2% 

College 46% 25% 38% 40% 47% 

University 34% 43% 30% 33% 33% 

World of Work 19% 32% 31% 27% 18% 



   
 
Grade Nine Students 
 
The counselors have met with the Grade Nine students 
to discuss ways of making their first year in high school 
a successful one.  They were introduced to the services 
available to them and were encouraged to begin taking 
more responsibility for their education and their future. 
 
Grade 9 marks a huge transition in the life of our young 
people.  Students in their first year of high school could 
potentially have 8 different teachers.  This fact alone 
can make it difficult for students to keep organized and 
on top of program expectations.  Parents also find this 
transition difficult.  For this reason, we offer the 
following suggestions: 
 

§ Ask about school every day. 

§ Help your son/daughter keep organized by 
encouraging them to use their planners daily. 

§ Call the school with any concerns or questions.  
Your son/daughterôs Guidance Counselor will 
always be there for advice. 

§ Students should be doing some type of homework 
every night.  Reviewing new materials, working on 
long-term assignments and even reading every 
night, count as homework. 

§ Review your childôs progress on their Learning 
Skills.  Research has shown that students who 
develop good work habits, learn to work 
cooperatively with other students, are well 
organized, develop good independent study skills, 
and are able to take initiative, are more likely to be 
successful than those without these skills.  This 
section of the Report Card will give you insight into 
your childôs development in this important area of 
learning. 

§ Attend Parent-Teacher Interview nights whenever  
possible.  Even if the teacher has not requested an 
appointment, you may request one to get a better 
understanding of how your child is doing in school. 

SCHOLARSHIP  
RECIPIENTS 

 
Congratulations goes out to the following 
students for their awards: 
 
Queen Elizabeth II Aiming for the Top 
 
 Emily Andreychuk 
 Caitlyn Dunseath 
 Ramona Falk 
 Jacey Gurr 
 Emily Hayes 
 Bethanie Hughes 
 Macklin Johnson 
 Alicia Krebs 
 Anita Nisbet 
 Jacob Vader 

Great Information Websites 
 

 http://careercruising.com 
 http://www.hrdc-drhc.gc.ca 
 http://www.jobfutures.ca  
 http://www.ontariocolleges.ca 
 http://osap.gov.on.ca 
 http://www.ouac.on.ca  
 http://schoolfinder.com   
 www.how-to-study.com  
 

Financial Planning Seminar ï March 7, 2012 10:00 A.M. 
 

The guidance department will be hosting a financial planning seminar for all students who have applied to a     

postsecondary institution next year.   

The seminar will include information on the following topics: 
- The cost of an education 
- scholarships and bursaries 
- budgeting 
- student bank loans 
- government student loans (OSAP) 

A representative from a financial institution will supply information about student loans, as well as other bank services 
available to students.  In addition, a  financial aid officer from Fanshawe College will present information about OSAP 
and the resources available through their postsecondary institutionsô  financial aid office.  
 
Parents are encouraged to attend this event.    If you cannot attend but would like more information, please visit 
our school website or call the guidance office at 519-675-4434 ext. 26041. 

http://www.ouac.on.ca/


 News from your Vice Principal  
 
Uniform 
There is no reason for any students at any time during the school day to be wearing non-uniform sweaters, hats, coats 
etc. in the building.  We expect students to respect the uniform policy at all times.  Please review the uniform policy 
located in the student agenda with your son/daughter.  No hats or non-uniform sweaters are to worn or carried into 
classrooms at any time.  Students who chronically violate the uniform policy will be sent home from school. 
 
Naturalized Area and Back path 
The back of the school contains a beautiful naturalized area that was started years ago by St. Josephôs science 
classes.  Students are prohibited from this area unless otherwise specified by school staff.  We have found this area to 
contain massive amounts of litter and garbage.  In addition, we have a ñback pathò that connects St. Josephôs with the 
subdivision behind the school.  This path is meant as a walk-through for students coming to and from school.  At no 
time should students be loitering or smoking in this back path area.  We want to respect our neighbours. 
 
Tobacco Education and Enforcement of School Property 
Smoking is prohibited on school property.  The school has been visited by the Tobacco Enforcement Officer (Elgin-St. 
Thomas Public Health).  Tobacco Enforcement Officers will conduct inspections of school property regularly and lay 
charges where necessary.  The majority of school enforcement by the Public Health Unit involves the following: 

1. Smoking on School Property--$250 fine 
2. Supplying Tobacco Products to Minors (under 19 yrs.)--$300 fine 
3. Contraband Tobacco--$500 fine 
4. ñSmokeless tobacco products are prohibited at St. Josephôs and possession and use at school will result in 
a suspension 

Smoking and loitering in the City Bus Stop enclosure at the front of the school is prohibited and will result in 
charges being laid by the Tobacco Enforcement Officer.  
 
Parking 
Student parking is located in the back parking lot.  Please remind your child to keep their vehicle locked at all times. 
We had a number of thefts during Semester 1.  Also, we remind students that loitering in cars during the school day is 
prohibited.  We also ask students and parents to refrain from parking in the round-about at the back of the school.  This 
area is used to drop-off and pick-up our students who need specialized transportation.  Please respect this request. 

 
ñLockers for Lifeò 
A reminder we now have ñLockers for Life.ò  All St. Josephôs students were assigned their own locker in September. 
This locker will remain the studentôs locker throughout the ñlifeò of their high School career (grade 9 through grade 
12+) Dudley combination locks must be purchased at St. Josephôs (any non-St. Joeôs lock will be cut off). Each 
student can only use the locker assigned to him/her which is on record with the office.  Students cannot share lockers 
with other students unless permitted to by administration. In the event something improper or illegal is found in a locker, 
the student assigned to that locker will face any school or legal consequences.  The school owns the locker and 
provides it for your use and convenience (please do not consider your locker as your own private property).  Students 
will be responsible for the condition of the locker at all times. We also reserve the right to open any locker at any 
time without permissionïtherefore, never put anything in your locker that should not be there. 

 
Personal Electronic Devices/Cell Phone policy 
In keeping with LDCSB policy, students and parents are reminded that PEDs, including cell phones, are to be off and 
out of sight during the school day (including lunches) at the school.  If a parent needs to speak to their child, they 
should call the office.  If a student must contact a parent, they need to use the school phone in the attendance office.  
Consequences for Violation of PED  
1st Offence ï Warning Note and Contract Signed by student and parent 
2nd Offence ï Letter signed by parent to get phone back ï No note ï No Phone  
3rd ï- Suspension 
 
NOTE: Students who refuse to hand over a PED when instructed to do so by a staff member may be 
suspended. 
 
Contacting Teachers 
Our main goal at St. Josephôs Catholic High School is to see every student do well.  To that end, we work hard at 
establishing relationships between students, teachers and parents that are supportive and based on mutual respect.  
We have asked our teachers to contact parents/guardians as early as possible in the event that they have concerns.  



We encourage you to contact your childôs teacher if you have any questions or concerns.  A strong partnership 
between the school and home is essential for student success.  
 

Direction to Vice PrincipalDirection to Vice PrincipalDirection to Vice Principal   
If a student is directed to the office to meet with the ViceIf a student is directed to the office to meet with the ViceIf a student is directed to the office to meet with the Vice---Principal he/she Principal he/she Principal he/she mustmustmust   report to the office report to the office report to the office immediately. Not immediately. Not immediately. Not 
reporting as directed will result in suspensionreporting as directed will result in suspensionreporting as directed will result in suspension. The student is NOT to leave the office or attend a class until given . The student is NOT to leave the office or attend a class until given . The student is NOT to leave the office or attend a class until given 
permission by the Vicepermission by the Vicepermission by the Vice---Principal to do so.Principal to do so.Principal to do so.   

 
Bullying Prevention and Intervention 
Last November 14

th
 St. Josephôs students took ñThe Pledge to End Bullying.ò   More than 70,000 took the Pledge 

including all students and staff throughout the LDCSB. Any form of harassment or bullying is taken as a serious matter. 
In order to deal with these acts of bullying the administration must be informed so that intervention can occur. We ask 
that if you suspect that your son/daughter is a victim, please inform the vice-principal immediately. It is the responsibility 
of every person in our community to take action against this unacceptable behavior. Report any incidence of bullying or 
harassment. 
 
The Pledge to End Bullying 
ñWe believe that each and every person is made in the image of God and that we all belong to each other as members 
of Godôs family. All people must be treated as respected, valued, and responsible members of our community. I pledge 
to uphold the God-given dignity of each person, to be a peacemaker, to recognize the gifts of all people, and to stand 
up against and report all injustices, including bullying, whenever and wherever I see it.ò  

 
If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me at 519-675-4434 ext. 26002. 
 
Mr. Patrick Gilson (pgilson@office.ldcsb.on.ca) 
Vice Principal 

 

Update from the SJHS Library  
 

The library has been the busiest spot in the school lately! Students have been keeping 

extremely busy studying, completing ISPs, class projects, and somehow also finding time  

for some leisure reading!  Look for new books & resources popping up on our library shelves 

in semester 2! 

 

New digital resources are now available for all to use.  All  digital resources are accessible both at school & from home.  

Instruction on how to access and use these resources will be offered to all in the new semester.  If you have any questions please 

feel free to contact the library at any time. Take a  peek at our school library website too!  Itôs accessible from the school website.  

Enter through the studentsô button, select the academic button and there youôll find the library site: 

http://www.ldcsb.on.ca/schools/sjhs/library.html 

 

 

The SJHS Book Club is currently active in reading book selections from 

the White Pine Reading Program.  You can see the books yourself, 

plus student reviews by accessing  http://whitepineonline.ca Weôll 

be reading these books right up until the end of April.  New members 

are always welcome to join!   

 
 

http://pine.bibliocommons.com/dashboard


 

A brand new club has begun at  
St. Joseph's. It is the "100km 
Club".  Staff and students alike 
come out after school on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays to walk, jog or run as 
little or much as they want. Distances covered are 
recorded and tabulated by our in-house 
statistician, Mr. Hardy.  When the total kilometers 
equals 100, t-shirts are awarded to participants. 
The club already has two participants who have 
met the goal.  Congratulations to Matt Guilleman 
and Ms. Massaro and to many more road warriors 

who are chipping away to 
reach that 100km bench 
mark.  There are 
currently 81 members and 
anyone is welcome to join 
throughout  the year. The 
school wants to raise 
awareness that ANY form 
and amount of physical 
activity is better than none. 
We are doing our part to 
combat the alarming trend 
of inactivity in our culture 
and community.  

The Girls' Hockey team has 
completed the regular season in the 
TVRAA South division. For a seventh 
straight year, the team has finished in 
first place with a record of 7 wins, 0 
losses and 1 tie. The team is off to 
Toronto to play in the Cardinal Carter 
Classic at York University in early 
February. Playoffs follow, with the 
Rams looking to reclaim the TVRAA 
championship, defend their WOSSAA 
title from last year, and hopefully get 
back to OFSAA again this year! 

Boys Hockey sits in 
second place with a 
record of 4 wins, 2 
losses and 1 tie. 
Scoring is led by 
Taylor McArthur, 
Garret Rinas and 
Calvin Catherwood. 
Strong goaltending 
has been displayed by 
Brennan Agius who is 
only in gr. 9.  
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Southeast Champions  

TVRAA Champions  
WOSSAA Champions  

OFSAA Consolation Champions  
Overall Record   30 wins - 5 losses  

  

The Sr. Girlsô Basketball team finished an 
amazing season going 4 and 1 at OFSAA and 
capturing the Consolation crown.  This capped 
off a great season which saw tournament wins in 
Woodstock and at Olympia Sports Camp.  There 
were several hard fought battles with Elgin 
County teams and an impressive run through the 
playoffs.  Congratulations ladies on an 
impressive season. 

SPORTS 

SHORTS 


