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On October 8, 2009, STA cele-
brated the official opening and 
blessing of our renovated li-
brary.  Thanks to the generous 
donations coordinated by our 
School Council, over $17, 000 
was raised last spring. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From left to right: Ron Mikula 
(Past School Council Chair, 
Linda Weir (School Council 
Chair 2009-10), Paul Digby 
(Principal) 



It is hard to 
believe that we 
have reached 
the end of 
term one in 
this semester. 
Our school has 
been off to a 
good start with 
plenty of suc-
cess stories 
from our com-
munity. This 

newsletter will highlight some of the 
accomplishments of students and staff. 
 
As of September 30, 2009 our student 
enrolment reached 1, 350. Our grade 9 
numbers has grown to 300 students. 
 
In early October we celebrated the 
opening and blessing of our renovated 
Library. A year ago, only 16 of 25 

computer stations were operational. The 
carpet was old and torn. The computer 
tables and chairs were over 12 years old. 
Today, our students enjoy 25 new work-
stations with flat screens. Desks and 
computer chairs are new. Old carpet was 
replaced with new tile. Between April 
and June over $18,000 was raised to-
wards this project. Students are now 
benefiting from this much needed up-
grade to the Library. I wish to extend 
thanks to our School Council as well as 
the many donors for their leadership and 
support. It is making a difference! 
 
In mid October we also introduced a 
plagiarism policy for our school. The 
policy is the first in our system. The 
plagiarism policy is explained in our 
student agenda booklet. At the same 
time the school has introduced a pro-
gram that will affect all of our senior 
students. Again, this is a first for our 

system. The program is called  
Turnitin. Students will submit pa-
pers and assignments electronically 
through this program. This program 
checks all submitted work for pla-
giarism. Both Western and Fan-
shawe have utilized this program for 
several years. It will assist our stu-
dents to prepare for the expectations 
of post secondary education as well 
as to understand the implications of 
plagiarism. 
 
 I welcome your comments, ques-
tions and suggestions about the arti-
cles in this newsletter. I can be con-
tacted at p.digby@ldcsb.on.ca. 
 
Paul Digby 
Principal 
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INTERNATIONAL STUDENT EXCHANGE—ONTARIO , a registered not-for-profit corporation, offers to Ontario 
students a variety of educational programs through the school year and in the summer. 
 
· TWO OR THREE MONTH RECIPROCAL EXCHANGES DURING THE SCHOOL YEAR 

French language FRANCE— BELGIUM— SWITZERLAND (French) 
Other languages SPAIN— GERMANY– ITALY 

 
NEWS FLASH!! Students in Grade 11 may apply NOW for the Reverse Exchange Program with France to go abroad in 
February  2010 and host their partner in August 2010. 
 
· ONE MONTH RECIPROCAL EXCHANGES DURING THE SUMMER 
                                        FRANCE— SPAIN—QUEBEC 
 
· ADVENTURE / STUDY PROGRAMS 
 COSTA RICA (March) - FRANCE (July) - BRITAIN (July) 
 
 
For more information about these programs and/or applications forms 
 
 
Please visit WWW.ISEONTARIO.ON.CA  or CONTACT ISE ONTARIO 
Tel 705-722-9440 Fax: 705-722-9441 E-mail info@iseontario.on.ca 
 



this gathering. Please review the details 
and adhere to the deadlines.  As an in-
centive to hand in the graduation fees in 
a timely fashion, we will continue with 
an “Early Bird ” special this year, if the 

fees are submitted prior to March 5, 
2010. This year’s graduation will be 
celebrated at the Convention Center on 
Tuesday, June 29, 2010 starting at 
7:00pm. 

scheduled examination and it is not sub-
stantiated by a doctor’s certificate, we 
will not recommend a credit in that sub-
ject. 
 
Please note that a request to reschedule 
final examinations because of travel 
plans cannot be granted. 
 
Students must be in full uniform while 
on school premises during Examination 

As the January final exams approach we 
would like to remind parents and stu-
dents of the school policy on Final Ex-
aminations (please see page 15 of the 
Student Agenda Planner). Examinations 
must be written on their scheduled dates. 
Only absences due to illness accompa-
nied by a medical certificate or the death 
of an immediate family member are ac-
ceptable reasons for deferring final ex-
aminations.  If a student is absent from a 

Days, Monday January 25 to Friday 
January 29, 2010. 
Families should listen to FM97.5 to hear 
of any changes in school bus status, or 
the closing of schools due to inclement 
weather. 
 
John Milne 
Vice Principal  

the side or at the back of the school.  Do 
not block Day Care entrances, as you 
will be blocking other traffic and legiti-
mate Day Care users. Recently we have 
been informed by CPRI that some par-
ents are dropping off students on their 
property.  There will be security inter-
ventions on  their part. 
 
Please do not stop in the “bus loop”, as 
you  will be interfering with the buses 
that carry the majority of our students to 
STA. 

  We realize traffic has increased in this 
end of the city, creating congestion on 
Oxford Street.  London City Police and 
the City of London are observing traffic 
flow at the school and this may lead to 
traffic lights on Oxford Street at the 
school exit, as well as other traffic calm-
ing measures. 
 
Thank you for your coop-
eration in this matter. 

Please be advised that due to some re-
cent vehicle collisions and some near 
misses involving our students, we need 
to clarify where you drop off and /or 
pick up your children at STA.  We all 
need to contribute to keeping our stu-
dents safe. 
 
The main entrance of the school is at the 
front of the building and that is where 
students should be dropped off. 
 
Please do not stop or drop off students at 
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Please be advised that our Grade 12 stu-
dents will be attending a graduation as-
sembly on Wednesday February 24, 
2010. They will receive various details 
and a very important information sheet at 
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The Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test (OSSLT) is scheduled for Thursday April 8, 2010. Further information will be 
forwarded to all students who are eligible to write this province wide test. 



Throughout the fall, the Guidance 
Staff has  been involved in many ac-
tivities, all of which are designed to 
encourage student success.     
 
Once again, we were very happy to be 
able to address a significant number of 
timetable related concerns before the 
start of school.  Many took advantage 
of the opportunities to carefully reflect 
on their course selections and make 
appropriate choices, allowing us to 
prepare finalized timetables in time 
for delivery with the July report card 
mailing.  This, in turn, allowed us to 
address any final problems before the 
start of the school year.  We appreci-
ate your cooperation, which allows us 
to serve the needs of the students more 
effectively. 
 
Focus On The Future 
The “Focus on the Future” document 
was distributed to Grade 11 students 
in the Spring and is available on the 
STA Guidance Web Page (see web 
link that follows).  It is a resource 
document to assist senior students in 
their transition to a post-secondary 
destination.  The booklet outlines the 
application processes as well as infor-
mation regarding  timelines, helpful 
Internet resources and financial plan-
ning information. 
 
A special note to our students in Year 
Four and Five:  a successful transi-
tion to the appropriate post-
secondary destination requires a 
great deal of research.  The Guid-
ance Department will be inviting 
small groups to attend sessions de-
signed to teach students how to re-
search various programs and path-
ways during the coming weeks.  
Make sure to attend your session! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The STA Guidance Web Page link is 
listed below.  This Web Page provides 
links to much valuable information in-
cluding, but limited to: 
· Post-secondary research—all 4 

pathways 
· Career planning 
· Self-exploration 
· Volunteer Opportunities 
· Summer and Enrichment Opportu-

nities 
· Financial Planning Information 
 
Students and their families are encour-
aged to take advantage of this resource: 
 
www.ldcsb.on.ca/schools/sta/
guidancecentre.htm 
 
Applying to Post-Secondary Educa-
tion 
All grade 12 students received a package 
which included instructions for applying 
to Colleges of Applied Arts and Tech-
nology and/or Universities in Ontario.  
Also included were the Identification 
Numbers required to complete these 
applications.  Parents should note that in 
both cases, paying for the registration on
-line speeds up the process considerably 
and allows the student to begin receiving 
correspondence from the institutions in a 
timely manner. 
 
Graduation Requirements 
Counsellors visited Grade 12 classes in 
October, educating our students on the 
four post-secondary pathways and 
reviewing Graduation requirements.  
Every Grade 12 student received a copy 
of his/her Status Sheet which details the 
student’s academic history and informa-
tion about the Literacy Test and Com-
munity Service hours.  It is the student’s 
responsibility to ensure that all 
Graduation requirements are met.  If 
you have any questions or concerns 
about any of these requirements, do not 
hesitate to contact the appropriate Guid-
ance Counsellor. 
 

Grade Nine Students 
The counsellors have met with all 
Grade Nine students to discuss ways 
of making their first year in high 
school a successful one.  They were 
introduced to the services available to 
them and were encouraged to begin 
taking more responsibility for their 
education and their future. 
Entering Grade 9 marks a huge transi-
tion in the life of our young people. 
Students in their first year of high will 
have many more teachers than in ele-
mentary school. This fact alone can 
make it difficult for students to keep 
organized and on top of program ex-
pectations.  For this reason, we offer 
the following suggestions: 
 
Ask about school every day.   
Help your son/daughter keep organ-
ized by encouraging them to use their 
planners daily.   
Contact your child’s Guidance Coun-
sellor should you have any concerns 
or questions.   
Students should be doing some type of 
homework every night.  Reviewing 
new material, working on long-term 
assignments and even reading daily, 
count as homework. 
Review your son/daughter’s progress 
on their Learning Skills.  Research has 
consistently shown that students who 
develop strength in these skills are 
more likely to be successful than those 
who do not. This section of the Report 
Card will give you insight into your 
son/daughter’s development in this 
important area of learning. 
Attend Parent-Teacher Interview 
nights whenever possible.  Even if the 
teacher has not requested an appoint-
ment, you are welcome to request one 
in order to get a better understanding 
of how your daughter/son is doing in 
school. 
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strengthens the relationship among 
schools, businesses and the community. 
It offers students a realistic view of the 
work world and gives them an under-
standing of its demands and opportuni-
ties.  It also allows students to see their 
parents or volunteer hosts in different 
roles and to understand what they do to 
support their families. 
It emphasizes that education goes be-

yond the classroom walls and that the 
preparation of students for the future is a 
community responsibility.   
Finally, students realize the importance 
and necessity of staying in school.   
A heartfelt thanks goes out to the parents 
and community members who have been 
involved with Take Our Kids to Work 
this year and in the past years. The pro-
gram would not be successful without 
your continued support. 
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Take Our Kids to Work 
November 4 was Take Our Kids to 
Work day across Canada.  Students in 
grade nine participated in workplaces 
around the city and some even further. 
The program started in Toronto in 1994.  
Tens of thousands of workplaces have 
opened their doors to grade nine students 
across Canada over the intervening 
years..  The Take Our Kids to Work day 
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ST. DONAT - A FRENCH IMMER-
SION EXPERIENCE! 

 
Once again, there are 36 
of our Grade 10-12 stu-
dents who will be par-

ticipating in the St. Donat, Quebec 
French Immersion Trip February 3-7, 
2010 along with Mme C, Mme deSousa 
Gomes and Mr. Walsh.  This is one of 
the few occasions that our students have 
the opportunity to practice their French 
in a setting outside the classroom.  For a 
few days, they can “truly live and enjoy 
life” in a “Québécois“ community.  They 
will also experience the joy (and the 
cold) of a typical French Canadian win-
ter. 
 
TRIP TO FRANCE – 2011 
 
Mme C, Mme deSousa 
Gomes and Mme Mazzilli 
are in the planning/
approval stage for our pos-
sible trip to France for 12 
days during the March 
Break, 2011. 
 
 

ITALIAN - ACADEMIC, LEVEL 1 
 
Our new course is doing well.  Twenty 
seven students are presently enrolled. 
 
BIENVENUE! 
 
We welcome Mlle F. Adamkowski to 
our department.  She will be teaching 3 
sections of French next semester. 
 
BURSARY PROGRAM 
 

This is a program run by 
the Federal Government 
for the study of French 
beginning in early July to 
mid August 2010.  Any 

Senior level language student interested 
in being immersed in French during the 
summer at little cost to themselves, 
please see Mme Cesaratto for more 
information.  Applications are done on-
line www.myexplore.ca and are due 
February 28, 2010. 
 
SUMMER WORK / EXCHANGE 
PROGRAM 
 
This is another 
program avail-
able to students’ 
aged 16-17 interested in pursuing French 
during the summer and earning some 

money at the same time.  For  
more information and applications go to 
www.summer-work.com or please see 
Mme Cesaratto. 
 
International Student Exchange – 
Ontario  
International Student Exchange - On-
tario administers its programs in co-

operation with participat-
ing school boards through-
out the province. It is a 
school based program and 
the primary goal is to de-
velop the language skills 

and increase the cultural awareness of 
participating students.  For more infor-
mation on this program please visit 
www.iseontario.on.ca 
  

Got a question? 
Researching a topic? 
Need project help? 
Want to know if your favourite author 
has a new book out? 
 
You can now chat in real time with a 
librarian and get the information you 
need from your home computer. 
 
AskON is an information service that 
will help Ontarians connect, using real-
time chat over the internet, with library 
staff who can help them find authorita-
tive digital information and improve 
their online search skills. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

By simply clicking on the askON logo 
on the London Public Library website @ 
http://www.londonpubliclibrary.ca li-
brary patrons throughout the province 
will be able to chat with skilled askON 
staff located in an Ontario library. 
 
The service runs 
Monday-Thursday 12:30-8:30 pm 
Friday & Saturday: 12:30pm-4:30pm 
Sunday: 1:30pm-4:30pm   
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tion skills, in-door beach volleyball, and 
bowling.  On the second day of the com-
petition, students are placed into teams 
and are given three hours to analyze and 
find a solution to an assigned case and to 
prepare a PowerPoint presentation on 
their findings.  All teams then presented 
their solution to a board of experienced 
judges with the top three teams present-
ing in a “play-off” to determine the com-

petition’s winners. 
 
In the past competitions STA students 
have done extremely well and we are 
looking for grade 11 students to continue 
this tradition.  The competition takes 
place in early February.  Interested grade 
11 students should contact Mrs. 
McGuire for further information. 
 

Teachers require their students to use 
current, accurate sources. Often that 
means information that was published in 
print and then made available through a 
subscription database.  
 
Can’t I just get these off the Internet? 
No, most of these articles you have to 
pay to read on the Internet. Our provin-
cial government has paid for you to have 
access to these databases through our 
library websites. 
 
How do I “open” a database? 
Access is free with the school board 
password ldcsb or a valid London Public 
Library card in good standing! Visit our 
school website http://www.ldscb.on.ca/
schools/sta then the Library link or the 
public library website @ http://
www.londonpubliclibrary.ca. Choose a 
database you wish to explore, type in the 
password or your library card number 

What is an Information Database? 
A database is a collection of magazine, 
journal and newspaper full-text articles 
that you can search from a computer. 
Some databases even have entire books!  
 
Why would I want to use these? 
Have you ever needed information and 
someone else had already borrowed the 
book? Have you found yourself spend-
ing time searching on the Internet and 
trying to decide which information was 
accurate and current? The articles in the 
information databases are 

· accurate 

· objective 

· current 

· reliable 

· easy and quick to find 

· covering a variety of subjects such 
as medical information, car repair, gene-
alogy, consumer help: it’s all there! 

and click on “authenticate”. 
 

 Username and password londond 

                                    

 
 
Can I print or email my results?  
Definitely! You can print, email and 
save your results when copyright allows. 
 
Can anyone help me with these?  
Call or visit your school library and/or 
local Public Library and a staff member 
will be happy to assist you! 

contacting potential supporters, produc-
ing the program, tracking ticket sales 
and financial results, and running the 
house during the matinee performances. 
These courses give the students the op-
portunity to learn new computer skills 
and apply these skills in a realistic busi-
ness environment.  Students involved in 

the past have been an integral part of the 
Art’s department’s productions. Keep up 
the good work! 
 
 

Mrs. McGuire’s BTA/BTX class is 
working hard at getting things ready for 
STA’s upcoming production of Thor-
oughly Modern Millie. The students are 
responsible for ensuring that the behind 
the scenes production requirements for 
the play are completed. This includes 
designing web pages, creating the ticket, 
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Over the past three years the St. Thomas 
Aquinas Business department has sent a 
team of four grade 11 students to The 
Richard Ivey School of Business’ High 
School Case Competition. These teams 
participated in educational and social 
activities with other teams from South 
Western Ontario.  Activities included 
sessions learning about Ivey’s world-
renowned case study method, presenta-
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The Grade 10 retreat focuses on relationships: their rela-
tionships with friends, family, God, strangers, even look-
ing down the road at the person they may possibly spend 
the rest of their life with. 
 
 
The quotes are from students on the retreat and their feed 
back on this event. 

“I learned what the real world is about, 
and what growing up really is.” 

“After I got home I hugged my par-

ents and told them I loved them.”  
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“Writing a letter to God made me feel like I was 
moving past a problem that I had, giving it to God 
and letting Him handle it. It was very relieving.” 

“I now realize how spiritual 
people are and we can find 
God when we need Him.” 

“I now want to feel closer to God 
and go to church regularly.” 

“I had a lot of fun and got to know my 
classmates and meet new people.” 

“I needed that time to pray and talk to God.” 

“The retr
eat helped me open 

my eyes to all o
f the things I 

am so lucky to have.”  
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The new school year has brought 
about a few changes to the Health and 
Physical Education Department.   We 
were sad to say goodbye, but happy to 
wish Mr. Joe Murray all the best as he 
begins his retirement.   Mr. Murray 
has been a teacher at our school and 
our Board for many years.   He will be 
missed but he seems to be enjoying 
his new adventures in Italy.   Have fun 
Mr. Murray!  We welcome two new 
teachers into our department. Wel-
come to Ms. Woodburn who comes to 
us from Holy Cross and  
Mr. Heffernan who is new to our de-
partment but not new to STA as he 
was staff here last year and a former 
STA student.   We are happy to in-
clude them in all the activities that 
happen in our department. 
Our classes will soon be active climb-
ing all over the gym as Rock Solid 
Adventure will be setting up in our 
gym in November.   Our grade nines 
and elevens will be challenged climb-
ing ropes and ladders developing all 
aspects of their fitness.   Good luck to 
those participating.       
 
 
 
 

Our fourth annual 
Terry Fox Event 
was one of our most 
successful yet.   
With the sun shin-

ing, everyone enjoyed the event and 
contributed over $1200 for the Terry 
Fox Foundation.   Thank you STA and 
special thanks to the AV crew and the 
Terry Fox Committee.   Well done! 
 

The Blood Donor Clinic happens 
twice a year at STA.   We held our 
first one this year on October 16th.    
Thank you to all who signed and do-
nated.   Your donation will make a 
difference to at least three people.   If 
you were unable to donate this time, 
there will be another clinic in April.     
All new donors welcome.   Special 
thanks to the committee that helps 
keep this event running so smoothly. 
 
 
Janet Read 
Health and Physical Education  
Department��
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The girls golf team made up of Danielle Lapkowski, Andrea Hall, Julie Whalen and Amanda Cybulski had a great season.   
The team won the TVRAA Championship at Westminister Trails with Andrea Hall finishing second place for individual 
scores.   The team travelled to Ironwood Golf and Country Club to compete in WOSSA where Danielle Lapkowski  
finished in eighth place securing her a position in the OFSAA Competition.    Danielle faced the best competitors in Ontario 
and the worst weather in Windsor but she played well, making STA proud.   The weather did not make the golf experience very 
easy during all competitions with high winds and freezing temperatures but our girls never gave up.    Congratulations to all the 
girls for their fine performance this year.   Well done.   

Janet Read, STA Girls Golf Coach. 
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It’s already 
snowed! That 
must mean next 
up are tryouts for 
Winter sports 
teams! Listen to 
the morning an-
nouncements to 
find out where to 

sign up and try out for the following 
teams; 
·  Junior and Senior Boys 

Basketball  
· Junior and Senior Girls 

Volleyball 

· Girls Hockey 
· Boys Hockey 
· Boys and Girls  
 Curling 
· Boys and Girls 
 Swimming 
 
 Show your true 

spirit and your true colours! All teams 
are always in need of interested helpers/

scorekeepers and managers. 
Please feel free to see Mr. 
Chaney in room 211 for more 
details! Tryouts will begin the 
first week of November!!! 

fans. Paint your face, put on your most 
outrageous Flames spirit wear and come 
on out and enjoy the day. Tickets 
are only $5.00 for the game, a two-
way bus and a chance to win an 
authentic Flames Hockey Jersey!! 
Ticket sales will begin on Monday 
January  4th, 2010 and will only be 
sold until Tuesday morning January 

The 14th Annual Golden Puck Boys 
Hockey game between the rival CCH 
Crusaders and our own Aquinas 
Flames will take place at 10:00am on 
Wednesday January 6th 2010 at the 
Western Fair Sports Centre. This 
highly spirited game between these 
two teams has always been a hit 
among the loyal Flames and Crusader 

5th, 2010!!! Don’t miss one of the 
most exciting events of the school 

year! 
 

 

Teams from all over Ontario and beyond 
will be taking part in this year’s event. 
Games will be played at several arenas 
across London, including the Western 
Fair Sports Centre. Volunteers are 

needed to help scorekeep and sell tick-
ets.  See Mr. Chaney in room 211 for 
more info!  Look in the Free Press for 
the schedule of the games closer to the 
event! 

The 2009 edition of the 
Flames Cup will take 
place from Thursday 
December 10 until Satur-
day December 12, 2009.  
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ments regarding tryouts and arena loca-
tions. All players trying out may trans-
port their equipment to school or have it 
dropped off at the arena. One-way buses 
will be provided for all tryouts, practices 
and games! Become part of the tradition, 
play Flames Hockey! 

The 2009-2010 Senior Boys Hockey 
team will begin tryouts during the 
week of November 2nd, 2009! This 
year’s team is looking to do some 
traveling and has entered six tourna-
ments including trips to Ottawa, St. 
Catherine’s, Burlington and their own 
Flames Cup! Listen for announce-
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CCH Crusaders 
vs. 

STA Aquinas Flames 
Wednesday January 6th, 2010 



Meet in Holly, Michigan in September. 
The Senior boys team went on to win the 
Fanshawe Invitational Meet and our 
Girls team won the Mustang Open Meet 
in October. Our midget girls team was 
also the 2009 pre-Ofsaa champion.  Out-
standing performances at TVRAA and 

WOSSA capped off an incredible sea-
son. Well done Flames! 
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The Cross Country team had a remark-
able season in 2009. Our spirited team 
battled unpredictable weather and tough 
competition to achieve top honours at 
meets in Michigan and around the Lon-
don area.  Our girls and boys teams both 
cam out on top at the Nike Invitational 

Josh Gubbels -at the end 
of a race. 

Three STA Girls  
Running 

STA Boy leading 
the pack of running 
boys. 



McGuinty Government Celebrates 
Excellence in Education 
 
Nominations are now open for this 
year's Premier's Awards for Teaching 
Excellence. 
 
The awards recognize outstanding 
school and school board staff who 
make exceptional contributions to 
Ontario schools, and support, motivate 
and inspire Ontario students. 
 
There are six award categories that 
recognize individuals who make a 
difference in education: 
 
· Teacher of the Year 
· New Teacher of the Year 

· Excellent Support Staff 
· Excellence in Leadership 
· Team of the Year 
· Lifetime Achievement  
 
Quick Facts 
· Starting today, anyone can submit a 

nomination.  The deadline is    
February 1, 2010 

· An independent selection panel will 
review the nominations and award 
recipients will be announced in the 
spring. 

· Since the awards were launched in 
2006-07, more than 3,000 nomina-
tions have been received and over 
50 educators and support staff have 
been recognized. 

 

Learn  More 
· Find out how to nominate some-

one. 
· Learn about the contributions 

made by previous award recipi-
ents 

· Ontario.ca/education-news 
· 2009-10 Premier’s Awards for 

Teaching Excellence 
 
Contacts 
· Dayo Kefentse 
        Minister’s Office 
        416-314-0835 
        dayo.kefentse@ontario.ca 
· Patricia MacNeil 
        Communications Branch 
        416-325-2676 
        patricia.macneil@ontario.ca 
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Your Student Council spent a day on  retreat: learning 
about themselves, serving others, and what it means to 

lead in a Catholic School. 

Front Row- Left to Right: Jordan Freeman, Ms. Caranci, Lorraine 
Phee, 
Middle Row- Left to Right: Rachel Spriet, Katie Johnstone, Breanne 
McCoomb, Brittany Fazio-Foster, Jessica Zimmer, Amanda Wolter-
beek, Danielle Robinson 
Back Row -Left to Right: Warren Martin, Jacob Tallon, Chris Cun-
neen, Alastair Baughman 
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 The Arts are alive and well at STA!  
 
Our Concert Band and Jazz Band are 
up and running, with our first Music 
Night scheduled for Thursday, No-
vember 12, at 7:00 PM. There is no 
admission charge for this event and 
all are welcome to attend. This is the 
first  opportunity our STA musicians 
have had to share the music they 
have been working on this fall. There 
are over 120 students involved in 
Music ensembles this year and the 
majority participated in a get-
acquainted/team building day at 
Spikes Indoor Volleyball facility in 
mid-October. A great time was had 
by all and we got to see students dis-
playing a variety of talents and per-
sonalities we don’t often see in the 
rehearsal room! 
 
Last year’s annual Music trip was a 
combined performance tour and 
camping trip to Wingham, Goderich, 
and Tobermory. Students organized 
themselves in families and had to 
provide both the equipment and food 
necessary to survive for the camping 
part of the trip. Aside from major 
black fly battles, and some rather 
interesting and limited menus (think 

lots of Doritos) everyone had a great 
time and we are already looking forward 
to this year’s trip. The proposal for May 
2010 is a six day trip to Orlando to per-
form at Disney World. This is both the 
longest and most ambitious trip we have 
proposed at STA and we are very ex-
cited by the possibilities it presents for 
our musicians. We’ll keep you posted on 
developments! 
 
We are almost midway through the re-
hearsal process for our school show, 
‘Thoroughly Modern Millie’, and we are 
very pleased with how the various com-
ponents are coming together.  This 
year’s show is a musical, featuring an 
entertaining story full of interesting 
characters and a jazz score reminiscent 
of the 1920s flapper era. As in all STA 
productions, the show draws on the tal-
ents of students from several different 
departments, including Drama, Music, 
Technology and Business. Following on 
the success of  ‘Guys and Dolls’, 
‘Footloose’, and ‘It’s a Wonderful Life’, 
Ms. Weis is once again directing and 
producing the show. Mr. Alexander and 
Ms. Weis also teach our two credit  Tech 
Theatre course which is focused on pro-
viding all the technical support for the 
show.  It is these students who build the 

set and provide the stage manager and 
running crew (including  sound and 
lighting board operators) for each of 
our school shows, while Mrs. 
McGuire’s business class handles all 
details of promotion, ticket sales, and 
accounting.   We begin running stu-
dent matinees on Monday, November 
30, and evening shows on Wednesday, 
December 2. Evening tickets are 
$15.00 and will go on sale soon. They 
can be reserved by calling 660-2798 
or picked up in person every day in 
our school store,  the Flame Zone, 
from 10:45 - 12:50 PM.  
  
Studio Night has begun in the Art 
Room every Wednesday after school 
from 2:10 to 5:00 PM. This is an op-
portunity for students to get a taste of 
our Visual Arts program if they are 
not currently enrolled in a course, or 
to work on assignments and projects if 
they are. Mr. De Serrano supervises 
this evening, so students always have 
a skilled teacher to call on as they 
work. 
 
Thank you for your continued support 
of our programs - we hope to see you 
at one or more of our upcoming 
events!  
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Goodbye and good luck to our part-time librarian, Linda Crosby. 
She has accepted a position in the library at Fanshawe College.  
 

Please welcome Kathy Wishart our new librarian! 



�



 

It is with sadness that we bid farewell to our Commissionaire 
Jackie.  She has served our community with dignity and class over 
the past 6 years.  We wish Jackie and her family well in their  
travels. 




